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to teach many mothers how to care for their children. So the
two aspects were linked together, and the help tended to be
made conditional on attendance or visitation for the receipt
of advice.
Centres for weighing and examination, advice and encour-
agement, were opened, in some places by the medical officers
of health and in others by a voluntary association. The war
stimulated the expansion of this voluntary work, in a double
desire to help mothers when food was dear and to make up
for the destruction of the nation's manhood by the saving of
infant life. So in 1918 local authorities were empowered to
work through local voluntary agencies and in 1929 were com-
pelled to draw up schemes for such co-operation. The work
thus organized spread out to include the provision of mothers'
home helps, of gynaecological advice, of maternity hospitals
and observation-wards, of convalescent homes, and of early
orthopaedic treatment.
The next big task was the utilization of this preliminary
experience so as to make these facilities available everywhere
—a development ultimately implying the organization of a
nation-wide maternity service, in which antenatal clinics, mid-
wives, family doctors, obstretic specialists, and hospitals must
all have a better defined place.
Preventive treatment for infants, like preventive treatment
for school children, thus became one of the stepping-stones
that led towards a national health service in which the locally
provided clinic would play a big part.
Of every twenty British babies, one now dies before its first
birthday. A generation ago, two would have died; and a cen-
tury ago, three. To this achievement our infant and maternity
welfare services have no doubt contributed.
The maternal death-rate, however, has not so far shared in
the great diminution effected in the general and infantile
death-rates. Here a more adequate diagnosis of the causes of
mortality and morbidity is required before we can be sure in
what measure this is preventible. And there i£ some ground
for fearing that this occupational risk may be greatest among

